
FRIENDS OF MUSIC MEETING MINUTES 
9 March 2015 

 
In attendance: Paula Castner, Bob Nuzzo, Kelly Williams, Joe McCarthy, Susan Mianulli, Karen 
Fox, Nancy Weber, Christel Conlin, Norah Braudis  
 
A motion was made to close the 9 February meeting.  The motion passed. 
 
February Minutes 
 
A motion to approve the Minutes as written passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Kelly went over the reports for both January and February.  The January ending balance was 
$27,214.79 and the February ending balance was $17,890.10. 
 
A motion was made to approve the reports for both January and February.  The motion passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NYC Trip updates: Parent/Student Meeting, Nurse Info, Trip Details 
All final payments are now in; some paperwork may still be outstanding.  A student has stepped 
up to fill a spot on the trip vacated by another student who had to move out of district.  Payments 
for the new student have been settled-up with FOM and the family that’s leaving.  One more 
student who will not be able to make the trip is looking for a replacement.  A meeting to go over 
all trip details with participating students and their parents is scheduled for next Monday, March 
16th at 7:00 PM. 
 
A discussion of the planning process for this trip brought to light some dissatisfaction with the way 
rooming assignments were made.  The recommendation for future trips is to spell out details of a 
plan for how roommate selections can be made, considerations, and circumstances where 
administrative adjustments may need to be made.  This information will need to be drawn-out 
under its own heading in trip information materials provided to prospective participants at the very 
beginning of the process.  
 
To assuage concerns over rooming arrangements for this trip, a sign-up for roommates will be 
posted by the music offices, with the understanding that some adjustments may need to be made 
to assure full rooms consistent with the terms spelled out in the contract with the travel company.   
 
The Mass. Cultural Council Grant received from Stow will help subsidize the cost of the Lion King 
tickets included in this trip.   
 
Because of the number of students going on the trip, Joe’s and Susan’s costs are covered. FOM 
is covering the chaperones’ costs. 
 
Discount Cards: Teacher Appreciation and Demmer Family 
We finally broke even on the discount cards—even made a few dollars—thanks to the Demmer 
family purchasing 20 (putting us 10 card sales over the 130 needed for breaking even). 
 
We will continue our attempts to sell the cards at the upcoming concerts.  It was also proposed 
that we donate 85 cards to teachers and staff appreciation day.  A motion to do this passed.  
 
Boston Pops Spring Concert Date 
Tickets for the June 5th Boston Pops trip will be available for students to purchase following April 
break. 



 
Magazine Drive Update 
One student sold 3 subscriptions, netting $25.20 to his account.  Another student sold $116 worth 
of subscriptions.  One parent sent a $30 check in lieu of a subscription. 
 
All State Concert, MAJE, and MICCA 
Susan will drive students to the All State Concert. Joe and Susan both will attend the two-day 
MMEA conference. 
 
Both jazz bands participated in the MAJE festival at Nipmuc Regional High School and performed 
well.  
 
The MICCA festival is taking place this weekend.  There is one bus taking students on Saturday 
(band) and one on Sunday (chorus).   
 
Uniforms: Business Sponsor Letter 
Suggestions are requested from FOM, and other parents, for businesses to approach about 
sponsoring band uniform purchases.  Paula will send emails to parents.  Paula drafted a 
campaign letter to be sent out to just a few larger businesses in the area. The letter identifies 
“sponsorship levels” but the “Platinum” level needs to be clarified. 
 
Community Relationships: May Seniors Concert 
The tentative date (Wed., 5/27) to hold a concert with senior citizens in mind happens to be in the 
middle of finals week NRHS seniors.  Because of the difficulty in finding conflict-free alternative 
dates at this time of year, it may be necessary to put off this concert till next fall or in conjunction 
with the holiday concerts. 
 
Scholarship Committee: Timeline and volunteers 
Karen, Christel, Norah, and Kelly will coordinate on a date to meet, review the applications, and 
choose the scholarship winners. 
 
March Concerts 
All set with decorations, still working on volunteers. 
 
Stow Cultural Council Grant 
The Stow Cultural Council Grant of $650 will be used to defray the cost of the Lion King tickets for 
the NYC trip.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Fundraising Concert: Jim Atkinson 
Joe is making arrangements for a benefit concert on Saturday, May 2nd, featuring Jim Atkinson’s 
jazz band.  The time of the show will probably be 7-9 PM.  In the second half of the show 
students will play, too.  The proceeds from the show will go toward the purchase of marching 
band uniforms and equipment. 
 
Funding Requests/Updates: Website renewal, Final NYC payment, Sponsor Letter 
Joe was reimbursed for the FOM website domain.  A motion to approve up to $500 to cover the 
cost of buses to MICCA passed.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
The March meeting was continued to next meeting date, 13 April 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bob Nuzzo, Secretary 


