
FRIENDS OF MUSIC MEETING MINUTES 
9 February 2015 

 
*** NOTE: Due to a winter storm closure of the NRSD schools, the February meeting was held via 
email.  Those listed “In Attendance” responded to the meeting inquiry and agenda topics. *** 
 
 
In attendance: Paula Castner, Bob Nuzzo, Kelly Williams, Joe McCarthy, Norah Braudis, Christel 
Conlin, Nancy Weber, Karen Fox, Kathy O’Keefe 
 
A motion was made to close the January 2015 meeting.  The motion passed. 
 
January Minutes 
 
Corrections: The concert band’s scheduled time for MICCA is 8:30 AM on the 28th of March, not 
the 27th. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes as corrected passed. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Review and approval of the January Treasurer’s Report was deferred till the March meeting. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NYC Trip updates  
There are still some outstanding 2nd payments for the trip, but Paula has spoken with those 
families and the checks are supposed to be forthcoming. There are still students who need to turn 
in their final paperwork.  Paula will follow-up on those.  The final payments are due on Friday, the 
27th of February. 
 
Questions were raised with respect to food allergies, since one of the restaurants on the itinerary 
is a seafood restaurant.  Paula will follow-up with the tour company on the restaurant’s 
accommodations and protocols. 
 
Central District Concert 
Joe’s observations: The rehearsals and concerts went very well.  The students seemed excited 
about the concert. 
 
Fundraising Update: Discount cards (2/12, 2/13)  
Joe has the tablecloth, discount cards, and brochures for tomorrow night’s basketball game 
(2/10).  Bob Nuzzo and Karen Fox will get these from him on Thursday (2/12) for the Rising 
Freshmen Parents’ Night.  The band will not be playing, nor discount cards sold, at the basketball 
game on Friday (2/13) for lack of sufficient student participation. 
 
Boston Pops Spring Concert update 
Fifty-one (51) tickets have been purchased for the “By Popular Demand” concert on the 5th of 
June.  The purchase cost of the tickets was $1,275.  We will open up ticket sales to the students 
in April.  Joe expects this will be a fun concert for the students, in part because the audience is 
encouraged to use their cell phones to select the tunes that will be played during the evening. 
 
Upcoming Festivals: MAJE, MICCA 
The jazz bands will be performing at the MAJE festival on 4 March at Nipmuc Regional High 
School in Upton.  The concert band will perform at MICCA on Saturday the 28th at 8:30 AM at 



Hopkinton High School.  The expected return to NRHS is 10:30 AM.  Students wishing to stay to 
listen to the other groups may do so only if accompanied by a parent.  Tickets must be purchased 
for $8, and these are good at all of the MICCA performance venues (may be purchased at the 
door).  Joe has one chaperone for MICCA but could use one more. 
 
The MICCA Choral competition will be on Sunday the 29th.  Women's Concert Choir is scheduled 
to perform at 2:40 PM so they will need to leave NRHS by 12:45 PM. 
 
Uniforms: Sponsor Letter 
Paula provided a draft of a letter to be sent to businesses inviting them to become sponsors.  
Karen provided suggestions on clearly defining sponsorship tiers and matching the benefits of 
each with specific dollar amount levels.   
 
Community Relationships 
Paula called the Councils on Aging for Stow, Bolton, and Lancaster.  All three are amenable to 
organizing transportation to a concert of the band and choral groups in May.  Paula has already 
spoken with and received permission from Dr. Graham and Alison Martell for the use of the 
auditorium on one of the two band/choral long-block days in May for the concert.  Joe is working 
on a tentative date for this. 
 
Nancy informed us that one of the community outreach suggestions made previously won’t be 
viable this year.  It had been proposed that the jazz band play at the Mary Rowlandson 
Elementary School spaghetti dinner fundraiser, but it isn’t going to be held this year. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Scholarship Committee: Timeline and Planning 
FOM provides three scholarships for seniors to apply for through guidance.  The due date for the 
applications is March 2nd.  We will need volunteers to be on the committee to review the 
applications and choose the recipients for each of the three scholarships.  The committee will 
need to meet after the applications are received, most likely the second week in March. 
Interested parents can contact Paula.  Paula will also send out an email to see if any other 
parents are interested in being on the committee.  
 
March Concerts 
The Choral concert will be on Tuesday, the 24th of March, with Bolton hosting.  Lancaster is 
hosting the Band concert on Thursday, the 26th of March. 
 
Funding Requests/Updates 
Funds will need to be approved for buses to the festivals the bands and choruses will be 
attending in March. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The February meeting was continued to next meeting date, 9 March 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bob Nuzzo, Secretary 
 


