
FRIENDS OF MUSIC MEETING MINUTES 
4/11/2016 

[ Revision following discussion at 5/09/16 meeting ] 
 

In attendance:  
Karen Fox 
Carolyn Soto 
Paula Castner 

Joe McCarthy 
Rachel Glenister 

 
A motion was made to close the 3/14/2016 meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed – all 
in favor. 
 
Review of 3/14/2016 Minutes 
Corrections: Concert dates were swapped. Chorus was held on 3/29 and Band was held on 3/31. 
Corrections were made and highlighted in revision. 
 
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the 3/14/2016 meeting with revision. The motion 
was seconded and passed – all in favor. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
In Kelly’s absence, Paula presented the annotated reconciliation detail for period ending 3/31/16. 
Current balances look good.  
 
A motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  The motion was seconded and 
passed – all in favor. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
End of Year Banquet – Response Update 

Current paid response of 129 people includes 65 students and the rest are family 
members. Additional comp’ed VIP’s include Dr. Graham, Dr. Bates, Joe McCarthy and 
Rachel Glenister. [Ed note: since the meeting, Dr. Bates has cancelled due to the early 
birth of his grandchild]. After the April school break, Paula will get back in touch with 
Devens to work through specific details including menu. 
 

2016-2017 Performing Arts Trip – Status Update 
Paula confirmed with Suburban Tours that our plan is to go to Toronto, Thursday – 
Sunday at the end of April vacation 2017. Student planning will require early start to leave 
time for passports, etc, but actual pricing structure won’t be available until the May time 
frame. We can wait until then to start getting information out to parents. Paula has 
identified parents who have volunteered to pursue fundraising for the trip and she will 
touch base with them. Prior year music trips that Paula has coordinated held a parents’ 
meeting in September for specific details. 
 

MICCA – Informational Update 
Chamber Chorus earned a merit award. Concert Choir and Concert Band both earned 
silver. Congrats to all who participated for a job well done! 
 

Arts Showcase – Informational Update 
Scheduled for 4/27 6-9pm in the media center. Currently, two band program students are 
participating and there are about 7-8 choral students. 
 

Scholarship Committee – Status Update 
Committee is meeting tomorrow to evaluate candidate submissions. Five volunteers are 
involved and several of them turned up as a result of the volunteer plea at the concerts. 



Thanks to Carolyn Mitchell, Maureen Ladd, Estee Ramirez, Jennifer O’Sullivan and Paula 
Castner for stepping up to the task. 
 

March Concerts – Informational Update 
Only one person asked about the pizza. Decision was made to skip it for future concerts, 
it was too much hassle and expense to benefit a very small number of parents. Chorus 
accompanist was Rachel’s sister-in-law who drove in from Springfield for the concert. We 
are still without a practical solution for future concerts. We identified Thayer in Lancaster 
and Indian Hill in Littleton as possible resources to help locate an accompanist or identify 
skilled piano students that might be interested. 
 

Summer Band Camp – Status Update 
It is a go, but the details of what it will be are still undecided. It will most likely be a single 
week, to be held Monday – Thursday, 8/15-8/18. 
 

Mnozil Brass Concert – Informational Update 
Feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Ensemble gave 6 encores so the kids arrived 
back about ½ hour late. There was one no-show, so 39 students attended. There was 
one adult ticket left unused due to a last minute cancellation. The extra ticket was offered 
to the bus driver who was very appreciative. 
 

FOA and FOM positions – Status Update 
The concert pleas resulted in additional parents signing up to participate in the 
scholarship committee and an additional two parents who offered to coordinate the car 
wash. Julie Daisy volunteered to take on the Dunn & Co brunches for next year since she 
has been working with them on the programs. She will work with Paula on the upcoming 
one in May to learn the ropes, but Evan graduates next year, so Julie will only be a single 
year assist in this role. We’ll need to find someone to step up next year and work with her 
and learn the ropes for future years, not to mention all of the graphic design work she has 
been doing for us for the programs! Amanda Bennett has stepped up to be the Stow rep 
for next year, but she, too, has a rising senior and will only be available for the one year. 
Paula has convinced Debbie Giovinazzi to represent the Music side of the FOA ad 
campaign, so drama will have to find their own parent to step up to represent their end of 
the campaign. Carolyn Bianco has volunteered to coordinate the Memorial Day parades / 
picnic for next year, so she will work with Paula this year to get her feet wet. On the plus 
side, all of the appeals have successfully identified more people to fill open positions than 
ever before in the prior 6-8 years, but nobody has stepped up to fill the open presidency 
(or co-presidency) role. Paula will personally speak to parents at the upcoming May 
concerts and will stress that co-presidents would be an ideal solution. Most of the 15 
identified positions that make FOM run have been filled. One small position that still 
needs to be filled is publicity coordinator which involves sending a blurb about upcoming 
concerts and whatever goes into the school newsletter to local papers and surrounding 
communities. Joe will look into whether this would be a good match for the marketing 
classes to do as a school project. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
May Concerts 

Bolton hosts the Chorus concert on 5/13; Lancaster hosts the Band concert on 5/20. 
Paula will remind Annette of the upcoming concert as the Bolton rep; Carolyn is the Stow 
Lancaster rep and is present for the discussion. The chorus concert outlook currently 
involves about 5 senior solos. The band concert currently involves only 2 senior solos. In 
prior years, Susan purchased flowers for all the choral senior students. Paula wasn’t sure 
if the purchase was personally financed or reimbursed through FOM. We decided that we 
liked the idea, so will fund it. Joe and Rachel will coordinate this for their seniors. 
 



Motion made for FOM to fund the purchase of flowers / corsages for the graduating 
seniors, not to exceed $200. The motion was seconded and passed – all in favor. 
 

Memorial Day Parades and Barbecue 
It turns out that we will be able to hold this year’s bbq at Camp Lowe for this year. We will 
need to find a new location for next year. Carolyn Bianco will work with Paula and has 
volunteered to do the shopping and help with planning for this year. Paula will try to find a 
lifeguard for the pool even though only a decreasing number of students have used the 
pool in previous years. Technically, all band students are required, no participation by the 
chorus students. 
 

Taxes 
Christopher Jenkins has agreed to do our taxes again this year. He is doing the work for 
free and will only charge us the filing fees. Taxes will be filed on time. 
 

After Prom Donation 
In prior years, FOM has donated $100 to the after-prom party. This year they are again 
asking for a donation and we decided to continue $100 donation. 
 
Motion made for FOM to donate $100 to the After-Prom Committee. Motion seconded 
and passed – all in favor. 
 

Dunn & Co Appreciation Brunch 
FOM spends $200-250 each for brunches in October and May. FOD spends $500 for a 
lunch in December. Dunn & Co charges us nothing and does all the printing for our 
programs throughout the year. Brunch is planned for May, but specific date has not yet 
been scheduled with Dunn & Co. Joe felt it would be nice to bring a small group of 
students to perform, so Paula and Joe will look at Fridays that coincide with appropriate 
school schedule. Julie Daisy has stepped up to be the brunch coordinator and, as such, 
she will take the brunch over to them in May, but we are reminded that she only has one 
more year. 
 
Motion made to fund the Dunn & Co appreciation brunch in May, not to exceed $250. 
Motion seconded and passed – all in favor. 
 

Insurance Change 
Paula received a mailing that our insurance is transitioning to a new carrier. Insurance 
will remain with AIM, but their carrier OneBeacon will not be renewing the policy as AIM 
is transitioning policyholders to a new carrier on their policy’s renewal date. The new 
carrier will take over the policy seamlessly. 
 

Funding Requests / Updates 
We provided water and snacks for the students at MICCA. FOM will reimburse these 
expenses. 

 
ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 
Paula has leftover snacks and water in her basement. She will save them for the upcoming 
Memorial Day parades or concerts. 
 
Joe has deposit checks from the student lessons. 
 
Joe received notice from Mass Lottery that our raffle permit is expiring. He will give the info to 
Kelly. Everyone agrees that we should renew the permit. 
 



May concert raffles – yes we should do them. Looking into Kimball’s. If we do use them, we 
should buy the gift certificates, not look for them to donate as they give to the schools in so many 
other ways already. 
 
Rising 9th grade parents should be invited to the May meeting with a generic email. Joe and 
Rachel don’t have contact information for the rising students, but will consider planning to have 
this information in future audition cycles to enable getting the parents engaged once the students 
have been auditioned and invited to participate in the music program. 
 
Gayle Joseph contacted FOM about the possibility of a community band. They are considering 
breaking away from River Arts to form their own community band and would like to consider the 
high school music program in that plan. Paula reviewed the bylaws and does not see anything 
that would prevent us from pursuing it as an option, but it still may require a change to bylaws. 
Logistics would need to be worked out once they make a decision on their end. We should 
involve the Sounds of Stow to make sure we would not offend them as a community choral group 
or feel like they are left out. Invite them to be a part of the discussion. Dr. Graham was supportive 
of the idea, but cautioned us to take care of the migration decisions before Dr. Bates leaves the 
acting superintendent position. Non-profit status could be an issue due to community band dues. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The 4/11/2016 meeting was continued to next meeting date, 5/9/2016. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Fox, Secretary 
 


