
FRIENDS OF MUSIC MEETING MINUTES 
5/8/2017 

 
 
In attendance:  
Heidi Paulter 
Valerie McGregor 
Manuela Michel 
Carolyn Soto 
Rebecca Stadolnik 
Carolyn Mitchell 
Lizbeth Perez 
Haidee LeClair 

Patrick Chase 
Gayle Joseph 
Kelly Williams 
Rachel Glenister 
Joe McCarthy 
Dave Bailey 
Annette Casco 
Karen Fox 

 
A motion was made to close the 4/12/2017 meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed – all 
in favor. 
 
Review of 4/12/2017 Minutes 
Corrections: Clarification required in discussion of NSB grant monies. The $1000 contracted 
spending budget does use the registration fees paid by band members, but may also be covered 
using NSB targeted donations. Update the wording in minutes to include this clarification. 
 
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the 4/12/2017 meeting amended with NSB 
spending money clarification.  The motion was seconded and passed – all in favor. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Three cleared checks totaled $986.69 and included reimbursement to Carolyn Soto for band 
concert decorations, payment to Cousins Concert Attire for the tuxedos, and reimbursement  to 
Annette Casco for the banquet invitations and postage expenses. Deposits for the month totaled 
$1501.85 and included $334.48 proceeds from the door and concession donations from the 
February NSB concert, $588.25 proceeds from the ticket sales and concession donations from 
the chorus concert, $546 proceeds from the ticket sales and concession donations from the band 
concert and $8.12 for interest posted in February and March. 
 
A motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  The motion was seconded and 
passed – all in favor. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Welcome & Introductions 

This meeting was advertised to the rising 8th grade music parents in the three town 
middle school to encourage them to come see what FOM is all about and to begin to 
engage in the musical community. Four new parents joined us and hopefully had a 
chance to learn from the introductions who we are and what kinds of stuff we do for the 
music department. [Editor Note especially to the new parents: welcome, if you have any 
questions about the Friends of Music, feel free to contact any of the board members or 
Joe McCarthy or Rachel Glenister during the summer or beyond. We intend to be in 
touch with next year’s music families again over the summer and into the fall, watch for 
our letters and/or emails.] 
 

Upcoming Band and Chorus Concerts 
Stow is hosting the Band Concert on May 12th. Bolton is hosting the Chorus Concert on 
May 19th. Some brochures may have swapped info for this concert iteration. The concert 
schedule in the program booklet is correct. Last year we bought flowers for the seniors, 
we discussed presenting something other than flowers to all the seniors this year as well. 



Annette volunteered to come up with something more gender-neutral than flowers. For 
the band concert, there are a few seniors performing solos, there is also a group from 
Stow doing a combined senior performance. There are a slightly larger number of senior 
solos for the chorus concert. 
 

Memorial Day 
Neither Joe or Annette has been successful connecting with Carolyn Bianco about BBQ 
arrangements yet, but will keep trying. Joe will also try a communication path through her 
student. As a backup plan, Annette will use her connections to ask the Boy Scouts to grill 
for us and ask her hospital to donate the meat and buns. If necessary, Kelly will email for 
volunteers of the other stuff that is needed to complete the meal. Since we aren’t sure 
what is happening with the camp we usually go to, Annette suggested that we do the 
cookout back at the school and we can provide lawn games, etc. Student count is 
approximately 60. Two parent chaperones are needed to march the parade route along 
with Joe and the students. 
 

Music Banquet 
Admin has not yet been invited. Annette is out of physical invitations, so she will email an 
electronic version and make sure they understand no cost to attend. The Tri-M  
presentation will include the chapter and leadership induction, but not the general 
membership inductions. Current count for banquet is approximately 150, same menu as 
last year. Annette and Kalia will decorate and centerpieces will reuse materials from last 
year if available. 
 

End of Year meeting 
Try for June 12th at Horseshoe Pub again. Once she has confirmed availability with them, 
Annette will send out invitation to volunteers from this year and invite them to attend as 
FOM guests in recognition of help and efforts this year. Not only social, actually need to 
quickly run through final monthly meeting. 

 
 
OLD / ONGOING BUSINESS 
NSB Concert Update 

May 7th concert was outstanding. Proceeds of donations exceeded $900. Survey 
response was plentiful. Alison will pull the survey response together and share. 
Newspaper communication seems to be effective in announcing concert. Gayle 
submitted another bill for posters and postcard expenses for the June concert. 
 

QuickBooks Update 
Kelly will contact our accountant (Christopher) for guidance about how to use the 
software for our needs. Christopher finished the taxes. Kelly needs to file the annual 
report and Kelly plus one more board member need to sign the tax forms.  
 

Scholarship Applications Update 
Only five applications were submitted, in total, across all three scholarships: 2 @ 
Paratore, 2 @ Ruth Amelet, and 1 @ Michael Magazu. They have all been reviewed. Joe 
and Rachel will pre-announce / recognize the selected winners at the Music Banquet, but 
they will not be handed anything until the Senior Awards night. 

 
ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 
NSB Funding 

Dave Bailey gave us some insight into sources and suggested some categories for NSB 
funding and donations that we can use to set up our accounting in a meaningful way. 
 

 Discretionary Funds will be cash donations specifically targeted for Dave’s 
discretionary spending.  



 Operating Expense comes from registration fees and concert donations. Will 
normally go to pay for the $1000 contract spending amount plus Dave’s contract 
payments. Longer term, the hope is that this will be a self-funding item, but in the 
near term, it may require funding from FOM general funds. Once this is self-
funding, excess donations can be funneled back into FOM accounts for school 
music purposes. 

 Grants need to be tracked separately. The ones we received to this point are not 
actual income amounts that we need to keep track of, but we need to track how 
much “allocation“ we receive, how much we have asked for reimbursement, and 
what we have actually received. Any amounts that are spent and denied for 
reimbursement will need to come from FOM general funds or other source of 
reimbursement, such as discretionary fund. 

 Gifts need to be tracked separately. This is actual monetary donation that is 
earmarked at time of donation specifically for NSB, and usually for a specific 
expense. We will need to make sure that earmarked gifts are spent on that 
specific item and nothing else. [Editor Note: This is the most complicated type of 
donation to track with an accounting program.] 

 Corporate Sponsors will be money that specifically funds NSB activities. This 
money should not be funneled into general school FOM funding. This money can 
help offset operating expenses, underwrite concerts, buy equipment which can 
be shared by the school, etc. 

 
Grand Piano donation – vote at school board meeting 

School board meeting minutes handled matter of donated piano, Karen wondered what 
this was all about. Joe was put in contact with someone who wanted to donate a grand 
piano to the school; however the school board needed to approve the donation, which 
they did. When Joe was first contacted, we had no room for it; however, as fate would 
have it, April vacation rains caused heavy water damage to our current piano. The school 
board vote to accept the donation enabled the school to insure it and have it moved. We 
will need to add an acknowledgement of anonymous donation in the program booklet. 

 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The 5/8/2017 meeting was continued to next meeting date, 6/12/2017. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Fox, Secretary 
 


